
STUDENT HANDBOOK 
Midland Valley High Bands 

 
Dear parents and students,  
 

Welcome to the 2020-2021 Midland Valley Bands! We are most certainly living in an 
unprecedented time. At this time, we don’t know what this school year will hold. While this 
year will be different from any year prior, I look forward to the opportunity to explore 
what it means to be a musician in the midst of a pandemic. Although, at least for now, we 
will be unable to rehearse and perform with any sense of “normalcy,” there is still so much 
we can do to have a great musical experience while following health and safety protocols. 
 
 The Midland Valley High School Pride of the Valley has a long tradition of success, 
and I believe this year will be no different. While our performances are yet undetermined, I 
encourage students to pursue music in any way they find meaningful. Know that I am doing 
my best to provide students with every opportunity possible. I recognize that not all of our 
students wish to be professional musicians, but I hope to foster a lifelong love of music and 
to encourage a persistent pursuit of excellence in all that we do. 

 
We have a very active band booster club, and I strongly encourage parents to 

volunteer in any way they can. Many parents may not know much about band, and this is 
one way to learn more about what your child does all day, as well as  a wonderful way to 
participate in your child’s school life. Our program would not be able to thrive as it has 
without the devotion and creativity of our band boosters. 
 

This handbook provides for parents, students, administration, staff, and directors a 
source of information regarding the Midland Valley High School Band program. While 
typically this handbook would outline the rules, policies, and procedures for the school 
year, this year the handbook has been shortened to allow for the flexibility and adaptation 
that will be necessary as the year goes on. We must work together as one musical and 
educational community to ensure all students receive the best possible education. My door 
is open to you, and I look forward to working together to make this year a wonderful 
experience for our students. 

 
Kaitlyn Myers Priest 

Director of Bands 
kmyers@acpsd.net 

 
  



ENSEMBLES 
Symphonic Band | Concert Band | Marching Band 

This year, all band students are split between three band classes. These classes are NOT divided in to Concert 
and Symphonic Band, instead we will have one blended MVHS Wind Symphony. Expectations and 
requirements for band students will be determined as the health and safety protocols for this school year 
continue to evolve. Similarly, the Pride of the Valley will communicate adjustments to rehearsals and any 
performances via Remind. 
 
Students who wish to participate in marching band are required to be enrolled in a band class, with the 
exception of colorguard students. This year we will be more flexible due to the scheduling restrictions created 
by the various school attendance models, but every effort should be made to enroll in a band class. 
 

GENERAL RULES 
This year there will be additional rules dealing with health and safety. Students should wear face coverings at 

all times (unless actively playing an instrument) and should observe social distancing requirements. 
• Our band follows all school and district policies, including those regarding drugs, alcohol, 

bullying, and illegal paraphernalia. Students caught in violation of any school or district rule 
will be reported to the administration. 

• It is expected that students in band and marching band maintain a discipline record free of 
suspensions. Students with excessive referrals or absences due to detention/suspensions may 
be subject to limited participation in the band program or removal from the band program.  

• Absences due to detention or suspension are NOT excused absences. 
• Early is on time. On time is late. 

o Start times listed for rehearsals are the times that the rehearsals begin—NOT the times 
when students should arrive. 

• NO FOOD OR DRINK IN THE BAND ROOM 
o Water in a container with a lid is allowed at all times 
o Food may be allowed only during marching band hours  

• No gum in the band room 
• No cell phones should be visible during any rehearsal. This includes marching band rehearsals, both 

inside and outside. Cell phones may be used during breaks. 
• Equipment should be stored in a cubby or taken home. 
• All personal belongings should be stored in a cubby. Any personal belongings left out are subject to 

being thrown away. All personal belongings including instruments should be labeled with the 
student’s name. 

o Students are to take their instruments home EVERY DAY for daily practice. 
• Profane, derogatory, or inappropriate language will not be tolerated. 
• Students should not touch or play any instrument other than their own—ESPECIALLY percussion. 
• The band room is our home. Clean up after yourselves. 
• NO PDA 
• Be respectful of all students, parents, staff, administrators, etc. 
• Always have a positive attitude. 

 
REHEARSAL RULES 

• No band member may leave until the entire band has been dismissed. 
• Once rehearsal has started, do not play unless you are instructed to do so. 
• No talking while an instructor is talking. 
• Before rehearsal, students may practice or warm up on their instruments in the band room. Once 

students have left the band room, students should not play until rehearsal begins. Students are not 
to make improper sounds at any time. 

• Do not walk over any equipment that is lying on the ground, and be especially careful not to step on 
flags. Walk around, not over, equipment. 

 
 



CONSEQUENCES 
 

Students who are in violation of any band policy or who do not meet expectations regarding behavior, 
attendance, or any other policy outlined in this handbook are subject to limited participation in or removal 
from the marching band, concert/symphonic band, or band program at any time. The band director reserves 
the right to remove students from marching band or limit band participation if she feels they have broken any 
of the rules outlined in this handbook. Student leaders may be removed from leadership roles if they do not 
meet the behavior and attendance expectations for student leaders. 

 
GRADES 

 
Student Class Grades are calculated according to the following percentages:  

DAILY PARTICPATION/PROFESSIONALISM: 35% – Willing participation and bringing and maintaining all 
required equipment is a MUST! Students must consistently bring all materials to class, rehearsals, and 
performances. Students must not lose their music.  

CLASSWORK/HOMEWORK: 25% – From time to time, playing tests will be assigned. Students will also have 
written tests covering music history, terms, and general music theory.  

ASSESSMENTS/PERFORMANCES: 40% - The performance is by far the easiest component of a student’s 
grade. Students will receive full credit for being on time and fully prepared for all required performances. 
ONE absence from ONE performance is ONE too many. As such, one absence may cause the student to lose 
ALL CREDIT in this category. 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 

ABSENCES: Students are EXPECTED to be at ALL rehearsals and performances. This year will be different 
because we are unable to schedule rehearsals far in advance. However, the lack of rehearsals makes it more 
important than ever that students make every effort to be present. It is expected that job schedules and 
doctors appointments will be made around rehearsal and performance schedules. 
 
A student with three or more absences for any reason, or lack of communication about absences, may 

be subject to limited participation in or complete removal from the marching band, 
Concert/Symphonic band, or band program. 

 
DISMISSAL POLICY 

 
Parents are required to pick their child up in a timely fashion- no more than 15 minutes after the conclusion 
of an event. Please realize that your child is your responsibility, and every possible effort is made to give you 
an exact schedule in advance. The director (or another parent) also need not place themselves in a potentially 
unsafe situation while being left alone with one student.  
 

• Students/Parents will be informed of starting and ending times of all practices/events.  
• Students/Parents will have access to correct schedule via handbook, websites, Remind, etc. 
• Parents will abide by the pick up time listed and be here at MVHS at that time.  

If a student has not been picked up thirty minutes after the band has been dismissed, the Aiken 
County Sheriff’s Department may be called to pick the student up and take them home. Parents in 
repeated violation of this policy will be referred to School District Administration, the Aiken County Sheriff’s 
Department and the South Carolina Department of Social Services on the grounds of child neglect. Students 
will run the risk of not being allowed to participate in band at all.  



BAND OPPORTUNITIES BEYOND MVHS 

We do not know how region band, solo and ensemble, all-county, etc. will work this year. Information about 
these events will continue to develop as the year goes on. Eligibility for letters and stars will be determined at 
a later date. 

BAND PROCEDURES 
 

We do not know yet what events will be allowed to happen this school year. As of the start of this year, we 
will not be allowed to have any form of traditional band concert during the first semester. It is unclear if we 

will be allowed to travel to attended competitions. Procedures for these events will be updated as we 
determine how these events will function. 

MARCHING BAND—HOW TO HANDLE THE HEAT 

When we are able to have marching band rehearsals, we do everything we can to keep students in good 
health despite the heat. These are simple steps you can take to minimize any health risks: 

• STUDENTS ARE NOT TO CONSUME ENERGY DRINKS AT ANY TIME WHATSOEVER (AT HOME OR 
OTHERWISE) WE HAVE HAD DEATHS IN OUR ACTIVITY ATTRIBUTED TO THIS. 

• Drink water/Gatorade while not at practice to build up fluid levels within the body. 
• Your student should drink plenty of water BEFORE coming to practice in the morning. It can take up 

to an hour before the body starts absorbing water from the stomach. 
• Eat before rehearsals. Food that is high in carbohydrates and low in fat is best. Avoid milk. 
• Wear sunscreen-light colored, loose fitting clothing, a hat, and sunglasses 
• All students should bring their own water bottles to every rehearsal. 

BAND EQUPIMENT 

BAND UNIFORM: Most likely we will NOT wear marching band uniforms this year, at least for the first 
semester. We will wear summer uniforms until we can safely distribute/wear/clean/store the full uniforms. 

CONCERT ATTIRE: If we can have a “normal” concert, the attire is solid black. We are currently transitioning 
to a set of school-owned concert dresses for female students. Male students will be responsible to provide 
their own black dress shirt and black dress pants. All students should wear black closed-toe dress shoes and 
black socks (if socks are necessary). 

COLORGUARD UNIFORM: This year our colorguard will most likely wear a modified version of the summer 
uniform. More information will be released as it becomes available. 

SUMMER UNIFORM: During the warm weather months, we have a “Summer Uniform” This consists of a blue 
band shirt, black shorts, white socks, and mostly white shoes. The blue pride shirt will be available for 
purchase from the booster club. Students must provide black shorts, socks, and shoes. Prescription 
glasses/sunglasses are allowed. Students not dressed appropriately will not participate.  

PERSONAL INSTRUMENTS: Your instrument should be clearly labeled with your name, address, and phone 
number. Students most likely will be able to store instruments in the band room before school and pick them 
up at the end of the day. Students will not be allowed to “hang out” in the band room due to social distancing.  

SCHOOL-OWNED INSTRUMENTS AND EQUIPMENT: The school owns some of the larger, more expensive 
instruments/equipment in the band (Percussion, Tuba, Baritone, Sousaphone, Marching Baritone, 
Mellophone, French Horn, Oboe, Bassoon). An annual fee of $45.00 is due to use this school equipment. 



This fee is mandated by the school district. It is expected that all students playing woodwind instruments 
have at least three working reeds at all times. It is the student’s responsibility to keep instrument properly 
cleaned, and protected from damage. Percussion students will be required to maintain a personal stick bag 
containing one pair of concert snare sticks, one pair of marching snare sticks, one pair of hard plastic bell 
mallets, one pair of medium yarn mallets, and one pair of medium timpani mallets. The stick bag and all 
mallets may be purchased from Portman’s Band Instruments or Pecknel Music. Students are responsible 
for all mouthpieces, reeds, and supplies (snare sticks, oils, rags, etc.) 

SHEET MUSIC AND COPIES: Students are responsible for their music. Students losing their music on multiple 
occasions may incur grade penalties or face other consequences.  

INSTRUMENT AND MOUTHPIECE UPGRADES 

At the start of middle school, students typically learn on a “student” model horn. Most students will benefit 
GREATLY on the investment into a new (or used) intermediate or professional level instrument. Woodwind 
players are recommended to keep their student model horns to use for marching band.  

It is ILL ADVISED to purchase instruments from pawn shops (unless inspected by the director), Wal-Mart, 
Target, etc. These instruments are not made to the quality standards we should expect and typically play out 
of tune, and break often. When in the market for a new horn, contact the director for suggestions! 

FINANCIAL OBLICATION 

Typically there are fees to participate in band that enable our band program to provide students with a great 
experience. The band fees for this year are set at $50 for all students participating in band at MVHS, including 
students in band classes, students in marching band, colorguard members, and middle school students 
participating in marching band. There are several fundraisers throughout the year to help raise the funds. 
Participating moderately in each of these fundraisers will raise more than enough money.  If there is a family 
problem with raising funds, you are asked to contact the director or booster club president. They will handle 
your situation in the strictest form of confidentiality. Every child who wants to participate in band WILL – 
ALL STUDENTS CAN PARTICIPATE IN BAND REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL CONCERNS. 

BAND BOOSTER CLUB 
 

Our band boosters are an incredibly essential part of our program. Their organization and efforts contribute 
in so many ways. We are always looking for new volunteers to chaperone, help fundraise, assist with 
uniforms, plan, help with communication, etc. These are a few of the different volunteers we need, but if you 
are interested in helping any other way, please contact our band booster president. 
 
We hope that all parents join the band boosters, but even just getting your child to and from rehearsal on time 
is a wonderful contribution. It’s important to note that the band boosters handle all money and financial 
concerns. Do not bring money to the band directors. Students and parents should drop money in the 
locked mailbox in the band room. Any financial issues should be brought to the band booster treasurer. For 
more information, contact the president or attend any band booster meeting. 
 

MV Band Booster Club Address 
PO Box 1157 

Langley, SC 29834 

 

 



PARENTS’ RESPONSIBILITIES 

Below are some suggestions to help make your and your child’s experience the best that it can be: When a 
“band question” arises, it is important you get factual information before discussing it with others. If 
questions arise, please ask Mrs. Priest and she will work with you to resolve any concerns. 

• Pick up (or have rides arranged for) YOUR CHILD on time!  
• Show an interest in the music study of your child  
• Arrange a regular time for your child to practice everyday in a quiet place  
• Have your child perform for you 
• Keep your instrument in good working order 
• Purchase reeds by the box (you save money)  
• Purchase a metronome and tuner– they make great “stocking stuffers”  
• Enable your student to take private lessons  
• Make faithful attendance at all band functions important  
• Do not schedule conflicting activities with our schedule.  
• Pick up (or have rides arranged for) YOUR CHILD on time!  

THINGS TO CONSIDER: 

Private Lessons: As one might expect, private lessons are the best way to improve performance skills. The 
one-on-one approach allows the student to benefit from the individual attention as opposed to a teacher 
monitoring a class of 50-100 students! Mrs. Priest can provide names of quality private lesson teachers. 

SmartMusic: This computer program can be an invaluable practice aid to help your child reach higher levels 
of musicality. This program can monitor student progress, perform accompaniments for solos, and includes a 
tuner and a metronome. The cost of this program is approximately $30.00 plus the cost of a microphone. 
Please contact Mrs. Priest for more information or you may go to the following website: 
http://www.smartmusic.com.  

LEADERSHIP 
 

In order to run our program successfully, we have several different staff and student roles. These different 
roles form a chain-of-command, with the band director at the top and the students at the bottom. Students 
with a question or concern should first address the role immediately above theirs in the chain, and will be 
directed where to go from there. 

Band director: Ms. Kaitlyn Myers Priest | Assistant directors: Ms. Walters, Mr. Parker, Mr. Molina 
Drum majors: Avery Gray and James Hutto | Executive officers: Teryn Harris, Joselyn Mixon, Addie Wren 
Section Captains: Adrian Benitez (woodwind), Katherine Sojo (brass), Amari Brady (percussion), Kendall 

Newsome (colorguard) 
 

STAY INFORMED 

Information about the band is always available online. Typically printed schedules are available as well, 
although this year we will rely more on technology for communication. It will be YOUR responsibility to stay 
informed. Here is a listing of ways we distribute information and welcome your feedback.  

1. MRS. PRIEST WEBSITE: All ACPSD teachers have school websites. The Mrs. Priest website has links 
to the information for Remind, the calendar, and many other important resources. 
https://www.acpsd.net/domain/5004 

2. REMIND: Remind will allow you to register for text updates straight to your phone. See the REMIND 
Page in this handbook to assist you registering for this FREE service. 



3. CALENDAR: Our online Google calendar is kept up-to-date at all times. The calendar can be accessed 
from Mrs. Priest’s page on the MVHS website or from the booster club website. 

4. BOOSTER CLUB WEBSITE: www.midlandvalleyband.com – contains all information about the 
booster club, schedules, forms, and policies.  

5. CHARMS: A link will appear on the BOOSTER WEBSITE at the top. You will be given a private login to 
your account. Once logged in, you will have access to keep your contact information up to date, as 
well as fundraising credits, and many other informational tidbits.  

REMIND MESSAGING SERVICE 

We will be utilizing the REMIND service to assist us in generating text reminders for the year. This is a FREE 
service. In order to register for the service, you must send a code text message to a particular phone number. 
Your number is not stored or given out to anyone, but allows the director to send announcements and 
messages to you through the Remind service. 

To sign up for alerts, enter 81010 and text message: “@2020prids” for students, “@2020pridp” for parents, 
and “@2020prida” for messages in Spanish. 

CHARMS 

• Log on to www.charmsoffice.com, and click the “ENTER/LOG IN” link at upper right.  
• Locate the “PARENT/STUDENT/MEMBERS LOGIN” section of the web page.  
• Login to your child’s program account using the following School Code: MVBANDS 
• When you enter your child’s ID NUMBER (provided by your Director) as a Student Area Password, 

another more detailed screen appears with even more options to view your student’s uniform 
assignments, music assignments, financial records, forms and inventory. Once you have first entered 
this ID number, you may create your own, unique password by clicking on the “lock” (Change 
Password) icon.  

• Two areas in which you can help the director maintain his/her records:  
o Update Personal Information – if the director has allowed it, you may help make changes to 

your child’s student information page (such as updating phone numbers and email 
addresses if they change) to help the teacher communicate with you more effectively. Click 
the Personal Info button.  

• If your program has setup online payments, you can make credit card payments for fees, trips and 
deposits to your student’s account. If credit card payment is activated, you will see blue buttons in 
the four main areas of the financial statement indicating your ability to make online payments.  

• Most importantly, the parent page assists both you and the teacher to communicate with each other. 
Stay up to date on what’s going on with your student!   



 

  



MVHS BANDS PERMISSION SLIP 2020-2021 

Student Name____________________________________________  

Participation in band requires a good bit of travel; therefore, I give my son/daughter, 
mentioned above, permission to attend functions of the Midland Valley High School Band to 
which their attendance is necessary, or is elected to by him/her. They include, but are not 
limited to:  

Home/Away Football Games (Fall) 
Marching Band Contests (Fall) 
Parades (Fall and/or Spring) 
Region/All-State Auditions and Clinics (Winter/Spring) 
Concert Festival (Spring) 
Solo & Ensemble Festival (Spring) 
Honors Band Clinics (Fall/Spring) 
Graduation  

I further understand that all information regarding any trip will be given well in advance 
with specific details about the destination, departure/return times, method of 
transportation, and any lodging information if pertinent.  

I have filled out the attached medical information form for my child.  

I understand my child will be under the supervision of the Band Director and/or District 
Approved parent chaperones.  

Rules of Aiken County Public Schools and Midland Valley High School will always be in 
effect.  

In the event of an accident, I will not hold Aiken County Public Schools, Midland Valley High 
School, and/or any of its employees liable for injury; furthermore, I give the band director 
or designated chaperone permission to seek medical attention for my child should it 
become necessary.  

Parent/Guardian Signature:________________________________           Date:_____/_____/________  



MVHS BANDS MEDICAL INFORMATION 2020-2021 

Student Name____________________________________________________ D.O.B_________________ 
Name(s) of Parent(s) or Guardian(s)_____________________________________________________________  
Mailing Address_____________________________________________________________________________  

Pertinent Phone Numbers:_____________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________  

Additional Emergency Contact Info:_____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________  

Does Participant have medical insurance? YES__________ NO__________  
Insurance Company & Policy Number: 
______________________________________________________________________________  

Health History: (check all that apply)  

________ Diabetes 
________ Orthopedic Problems  
________ Asthma 

________ Epilepsy 
________ Cardiac Problems  
________ Other (specify on back)  

Please list any allergies your child has below.  

_____________________________________ _____________________________________ _____________________________________  

Do we have permission to administer to your child over-the-counter medications for maladies 
including, but not limited to: headache, body pain, fever, nausea, gastric illness, cuts, bruises, eye 
injuries, etc. YES_______ NO_________  

Please list any over-the-counter medications your child CAN NOT have. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________  

Has your child had a tetanus shot current to within six (6) years? YES__________ NO__________  

Do you know of any health factor that makes it advisable for your child to follow a limited program 
of physical activity or from participating in any activities? If yes, please explain below (attach 
additional sheet if needed). YES__________ NO__________ 

In the event of an emergency, I give permission to a licensed physician or hospital to secure proper 
treatment for and to order medications, injections, anesthesia and/or surgery for my child as 
named above.  

Parent/Guardian Signature:________________________________           Date:_____/_____/________ 

  



STUDENT/PARENTS CONTRACT AND INFO SHEET 2020-2021 

Student’s Name:__________________________ 2020-2021 Grade:________ Instrument:________________ 

Will you need a school-owned instrument? Y or N 

I__________________________________, and I______________________________________  
  PRINT STUDENT’S NAME         PRINT PARENT’S NAME  
 
have read the band handbook and agree to abide by all the rules and expectations. Failure to 
comply will jeopardize my position within the band program. We also understand that there is a fee 
to participate in band, which may be paid in full or fundraised, or any combination thereof. This fee 
is $50.00 for participation in band for the 2020-2021 school year. We understand that this fee was 
set by the Midland Valley Band Booster Club. We further understand the policy regarding students 
being picked up in a timely fashion and will see our commitment through to completion by punctual 
attendance at all events. We understand that we are responsible for any school-owned instruments 
or equipment assigned to our student and may be responsible for any damage caused to that 
instrument or equipment beyond normal wear and tear. 

Parent/Guardian Signature:________________________________           Date:_____/_____/________ 
 
Student Signature: __________________________________                                             Date:_____/_____/________ 

Please fill out info below:  
 
Student phone number:______________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardians Name(s):__________________________ Phone Numbers:____________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:____________________________________________________________________  
 
Parent/Guardian Email Address(es)___________________________________________________________  
 
Student Shirt Size:______________ 

  



MVHS BAND PARTICIPATION FEE AGREEMENT 2020-2021 

This agreement entered into between the parents/legal guardians of 
_________________________________________  (STUDENT FULL NAME) and the Midland Valley High Area 
Schools, Aiken County, and the Midland Valley Band Booster Club.  

This agreement is regarding above named student’s participation in the Midland Valley High School 
Band and the fair share participation fees associated with said program. Fees may be paid through 
participation in fundraisers throughout the year. This year, funds raised through our concession 
stands and Mustang Classic will go towards student fees. 
 
For the 2020-2021 school year, fees for all students participating in band at Midland Valley High 
School will be $50. This includes students in band classes, students in marching band, colorguard 
members, and middle school students participating in marching band. This fee is due on May 1, 
2021. 
 
For various reasons, some may not be able to participate in fundraising. In this case, parents can 
meet with the executive board of the booster club to have your concerns addressed. All booster club 
financial statements are available from the booster club treasurer. 
 
(Check one) 
____ I will pay the entire amount (may be paid in installments) 
____ I will fundraise the entire amount 
____I will pay a portion and fundraise a portion (may be paid in installments) 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature:________________________________           Date:_____/_____/________ 
 
Student Signature: __________________________________                                             Date:_____/_____/________ 


